
The Condition of Education 1999 v

Contents

Commissioner’s Statement ................................................................................................................................... i
Acknowledgments ............................................................................................................................................... iii

Section I. Learner Outcomes

  Core Content

1 Trends in the science performance of 9-, 13-, and 17-year-olds ....................................................... 2
2 Mathematics proficiency of 4th-, 8th-, and 12th-grade students ......................................................... 4
3 International comparisons of student performance in mathematics and science ........................ 6
4 Trends in the reading performance of 9-, 13-, and 17-year-olds ...................................................... 8
5 Reading proficiency of 4th-, 8th-, and 12th-grade students ............................................................... 10
6 Trends in the writing performance of  4th-, 8th-, and 11th-grade students ..................................... 12
7 Arts proficiency of 8th-grade students ............................................................................................... 14

  Social and Cultural Effects
8 International comparisons of adult literacy ..................................................................................... 16
9 Citizenship skills .................................................................................................................................. 18

  Economic Consequences
10 Employment of noncollege youth ..................................................................................................... 20
11 Employment of young adults, by educational attainment ............................................................ 22
12 Annual earnings of young adults, by educational attainment ...................................................... 24
13 Educational outcomes and employment status 4 years after college graduation ...................... 26

Section II. Quality of Education Environments (Elementary/Secondary)

  Coursetaking and Standards

14 Students who took Advanced Placement (AP) examinations ....................................................... 30

Learning Opportunities

15 Teachers’ use of higher-level tasks in instruction ............................................................................ 32
16 International comparisons of instructional activities in mathematics ......................................... 34
17 Internet access in public and private schools .................................................................................. 36
18 Student computer use .......................................................................................................................... 38
19 Uses of computers for mathematics instruction .............................................................................. 40

Special Programs

20 Inclusion of students with disabilities in the least restrictive environment ............................... 42

Learning Outside of School

21 Reading and writing habits of students outside of school ............................................................ 44

Teacher Characteristics

22 Requirements in teacher hiring .......................................................................................................... 46
23 Teachers’ feelings of preparedness .................................................................................................... 48
24 Teachers’ participation in collaborative activities ........................................................................... 50
25 Salaries of teachers ............................................................................................................................... 52

Disciplined Environment

26 Student victimization at school .......................................................................................................... 54
27 Student alcohol and drug use ............................................................................................................. 56



vi The Condition of Education 1999

Contents

Parental Choice

28 Tuition and enrollment in private schools ........................................................................................ 58

Section III.  Quality of Education Environments (Postsecondary)

Coursetaking and Standards

29 Remedial education in higher education institutions .................................................................... 62

Learning Opportunities

30 Instructional methods of postsecondary faculty ............................................................................. 64
31 Distance education in higher education ........................................................................................... 66
  Faculty Characteristics
32 Part-time instructional faculty and staff at postsecondary institutions ....................................... 68
33 Teaching workload of full-time postsecondary faculty .................................................................. 70

Section IV.  Social Support for Learning

Family Background

34 Early reading activities in the home .................................................................................................. 74
35 Fathers’ involvement in their children’s education ........................................................................ 76
36 Family characteristics of 6- to 12-year-olds ...................................................................................... 78

Public Support

37 National indicators of public investment in education .................................................................. 80
38 Public elementary and secondary expenditures per student ........................................................ 82
39 Higher education revenues per student ........................................................................................... 84
40 Higher education expenditures per student .................................................................................... 86
41 International comparisons of expenditures for education ............................................................. 88

Access to Postsecondary Education

42 Trends in student borrowing: Subsidized and unsubsidized loans ............................................. 90
43 Student financing of graduate and first-professional education .................................................. 92

Section V.  Educational Participation and Progress

Enrollments

44 Preprimary education enrollment ..................................................................................................... 96
45 Elementary and secondary school enrollment ................................................................................ 98
46 Racial and ethnic distribution of elementary and secondary students ...................................... 100
47 Racial–ethnic isolation of students in public schools ................................................................... 102
48 College and university enrollment, by control and type of institution ..................................... 104
49 Racial and ethnic distribution of college enrollments .................................................................. 106
50 Enrollment characteristics of graduate and first-professional students .................................... 108

Transitions

51 Recent school dropouts ...................................................................................................................... 110
52 High school dropouts, by race–ethnicity and recency of migration ........................................... 112
53 Immediate transition from high school to college ......................................................................... 114
54 Racial and ethnic differences in the transition to college .............................................................. 116



The Condition of Education 1999 vii

Contents

Persistence

55 Persistence and attainment of first-year college stopouts............................................................. 118
56 Persistence and attainment of first-generation students .............................................................. 120

Educational Attainment and Degrees

57 Bachelor’s degrees conferred, by field of study and race–ethnicity ........................................... 122
58 Graduate field of study, by sex and race–ethnicity ....................................................................... 124
59 Educational attainment ..................................................................................................................... 126
60 International comparisons of educational attainment, by age .................................................... 128

Appendices
Supplemental Tables and Notes ....................................................................................................................... 131
Standard Error tables ......................................................................................................................................... 255
General Information about Standard Errors ................................................................................................... 256
Sources of Data .................................................................................................................................................... 333
Glossary ............................................................................................................................................................... 347
Index ............................................................................................................................................................... 365




	

